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Name: Amina 

 

Born: 1532 (approximately) 

Mother: Bakwa Turunku 

Sister: Zaria 

Ruled as Queen of Zazzau/ Zaria for 34 years 

Died: 1610 

(Note: research was gathered from several 

sources and each source had a different version 

of Amina’s life) 

 

 

Amina and her family were Hausa 

which is the largest ethnic group 

and the second largest language 

used in Africa. 

The Islamic religion was introduced 

to the Hausa in the 1500s. 



 

 

 

Non-Fiction Book/ Reference List 

 

- African Princess by, Joyce Hanson 
- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amina 
- Queen Amina; Brave Heart by, John Adoga 
- https://steemit.com/culture/@donsantex/the-ancient-wall-of-zaria-nigeria 
-  

Historical Fiction 
 

- The Queens of Africa – Queen Amina of Zaria by, Judy Bee 
- Amina Making of a Queen by, Sholape Kolawole 

 
 

 

Maps 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amina
https://steemit.com/culture/@donsantex/the-ancient-wall-of-zaria-nigeria


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Discussion or Essay Questions 
 

1. Hausa girls were expected to get married at age sixteen.  How did Amina’s life differ from tradition? 
2. How did Amina prove throughout her life that she was a great leader? 
3. What did Amina build in Zaria that still stands in part today? 
4. How does Amina’s spirit “live on” in Hausa land?  

 

 

Activities 

1. Make a timeline of Amina’s life.  Expand it as far back and forward in history as you like.   

2. Make a family tree of Amina’s family. 

3. Research the Hausa people and language, and their religion.  Write a report. 

4. Build a reproduction of the Ancient Wall of Zaria in clay or cardboard, or something else. Include a lot of 

detail.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gates of the Ancient Wall of Zaria 

 



 

Historical Princesses Study Guides – Amina 

 

Thank you for downloading the Amina Study Guide.  All of the curriculum on my website is intended for home 

use.  There are Amazon Affiliated links on my site of any books or supplies I mention.  If you decide to buy any of 

them, please use the links on my website.  I take no credit for most of the images I use.  It’s either on-line clip art 

or pictures that I may or may not modify, or drawings from my son, Sky Bott.  He asks that I mention his 

YouTube channel, MrSkyPanda.  It’s a family friendly channel.  I’m especially proud of the CandyWorld Episodes.   

If you really enjoy Twelve Oaks Schoolhouse curriculum and printables, consider donating on the website.  

twelveoaksschoolhouse.com 

Kendra Bott 


